
It’s that time of the year, the summer break 

where if we are wise, we are busy finding 

good resources for fall programming.   It’s a 

good idea to take a moment to assess 

where the church you are serving is in its 

discipleship process.  Knowing where you 

are and where you would like to go this 

year will help you choose materials that will create the 

opportunity.  Remember, there is no super program, study 

or experience that will transform your people.  Having a 

vision, praying for direction, and choosing good materials 

can help create that opportunity.  Here are a few sugges-

tions: 

From the tool kit 2010: 

  Charting the Course – a process where you and       

leadership you identify work through defining disciple-

ship in your local church and the opportunity to develop 

a plan that, in partnership with the Holy Spirit, will make 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

   Embracing the Journey – a small group study.  Five  v     

weeks in length and will introduce the basics of spiritual 

formation. 

  Feeding on the Word – a small group study.  Five 

weeks in length will discuss meditating and praying with 

Scripture. 

   The Way of Transforming Discipleship- a small group 

study, Five weeks in length will explore central ele-

ments in the journey of discipleship. 

From the tool kit 2009: 

   Opening Ourselves to Grace – a four week DVD study 

for small groups on the means of grace in the Wesleyan 

Tradition.  Also included a six week study that can be 

used in conjunction with the DVD or on its own.  This is 

an excellent resource for churches that are starting the 

small group process as it requires little preparation. 

The Way of Grace – a nine week small group study 

that explores grace in eight encounters between Jesus 

and others as described in John’s Gospel. 

Reclaiming the Wesleyan Tradition-this is a personal 

favorite of mine!  This is a twelve week study of John 

Wesley’s sermons and their application for today.  This 

requires some commitment to work your way through 

the language but it puts Wesley’s sermons into a whole 

new generations hands. 

All of these materials are already in your hands!  If you 

do not have these tool kits, please contact Sharon in the 

District Office.  She has extra tool kits on hand. 

If you are looking for something else, why not try Un-

binding Your Church by Martha Grace Reese.  There 

are several books in this series that help you reach every 

member of your church to re-energize an evangelistic, 

outreach passion.  Unbinding Your Church is the pas-

tor/leaders guide with sermon topics and overall goals 

and planning for the implementation of the program.  

Unbinding the Gospel is a 10 week study for leadership 

of your church prior to implementation church wide.   

Unbinding your Heart is the All church study and per-

sonal prayer journal.  Want your folks to do outreach 

better?  This could be the study for you. 

Still haven’t hit on your topic?  What about the Wesley 

Ministry Network materials?  They are all DVD studies 

with workbooks and last about 10 weeks in length.  My 

current favorite is Simply Christian by N.T. Wright.  

Discussions include the Christian view on such topics as 

justice and spirituality, worship and prayer, Jesus and 

Holy Spirit.  Available through Cokesbury. 

I am a huge fan of the Disciple series, information also 

available in your tool kits.  These are for those of you 

who are interested in longer studies, last about 34 weeks 

in length.  Disciple I –IV are all well done and focus on 

either the whole or particular sections of the Bible.  This 

is a study focused on the “head” part of discipleship, 

knowledge of Scripture and tradition.  This is great infor-

mation for everyone especially those who will go on to 

teach in your local church. 

There is a relatively new study much like the Disciple 

series entitled Jesus in the Gospels.  Also running 

about 34 weeks, this is a study based on what we learn 

about Jesus as he is revealed in the four Gospel ac-

counts. 

If you still haven’t found your topic, call me at 270-205-

0075!  I bet we can find just the thing to help revitalize 

and re-energize your local church. 

* * *  

Clergy Meeting, August 10,  

gathering at 9:00 a.m.      

Trinity UMC (Graves County). 

News from Susan Engle, Lay Resource Leader 
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Mayfield First UMC 

August 28 – 9:00 to Noon 

Tentative Agenda: 

 Gathering & Registration 

 Introductory Remarks – Rick C. Dye 

 DVD Presentation on Charles Wesley 

 Basics of Worship – Sky Lowe-McCracken 
  Gathering – Proclaiming – Thanksgiving – Sending  
  Forth 
 15 Minute Break 

 Worship Committee – Why?  When?  How? – Joe Hansen 

 Using the Lectionary and the Holy Spirit – Eddie Bromley 

 Resources to Help our Worship – Susan Engle 

 Panel Discussion 

 

Book Table of Resources 

Handouts of Presentations 

Who should attend—pastors, song leaders, musicians, worship committees and laity who would 
like to worship God more fully. 

Please call the District Office at 270-442-0077, or email the office at padumc@comcast.net to 
make your reservation for the class.  We will need your name, address, phone number, email ad-
dress, and church name.  Registration deadline—August 25. 

* * *  

District Youth Event 

Block Party Luau 

August 8th at Benton First UMC 

5:00—8:00 p.m. 

Food, inflatables, fun and games 

Band: Plan Z 

Speaker: Rev. Joey Reed 

INVITE 

FRIENDS 

INVITE 

FAMILY 

INVITE 

CLASSMATES 

INVITE 

NEIGHBORS 

NO CHARGE 

TEE SHIRTS 

AVAILABLE 

FOR PURCHASE 

PROCEEDS TO 

FUND YOUTH 

MISSION TRIP 

TO RED BIRD 

MISSION, FALL 

2011. 
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Basic Lay Speaking Classes 

Monday Evenings 

September 13—October 11 

6:00 p.m. 

Fountain Avenue UMC 

300 Fountain Avenue 

B. Andrew Halford, Instructor 

Cost: $10.00 

********************************************************************************************** 

Advanced Lay Speaking Classes 

―Lay Speakers Tell Stories‖ 

Monday Evenings 

November 1—November 29 

6:30 p.m. 

District Office 

100 Fountain Avenue, Suite 317 

Rick C. Dye, Instructor 

Cost: $10.00 

To register for either Lay Speaking Class, call the District Office at 270-442-0077, or email the     

office at padumc@comcast.net with your name, address, phone number and church name. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Aging & Baby Boomer Ministry in the 21
st

 Century is theme for Workshop! 

If you are someone who has a vision and passion for ministry with mid-life and older adults or who wants to learn 
more about older adult ministries, you won’t want to miss ―Aging & Baby Boomer Ministry in the 21

st
 Century.‖ 

This workshop will be Tuesday, September 21, 2010, at First United Methodist Church, 200 S. Church Street in 
Jackson, Tennessee, from 9 AM-2:45 PM. The cost is $15 per person, and the registration deadline is Tuesday, 
September 13. No walk-ins, please. Call 731-664-8480 to register. 

The Rev. Dr. Richard H. Gentzler, Jr., Director of the Center on Aging and Older Adult Ministries for the General 
Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church, will lead this three-session workshop. Rick is a nationally rec-
ognized teacher, writer, and leader in the field of aging and older adult ministries. 

Session one will discuss the myths and realities of aging—images of aging, our culture and aging, and kinds of older 
adults. Session two will talk about Baby Boomer Ministry—who are Boomers, what their needs are, and what an in-
tentional Boomer ministry looks like. The final session will show how to design an older adult ministry—why this min-
istry is necessary, various ministry models, and what it means to have an intentional older adult ministry. 

There will also be time allotted for roundtable discussion. This workshop is sponsored by the Memphis Annual Con-
ference Older Adult Council of The United Methodist Church. Call Luci Cromer, 901-755-0803, for more information. 
This event is open to the public, not just church members, and promises to be a most enlightening program. Mark 
your calendar and plan on coming! 

Registration form is on page 4 of this newsletter. 



Aging & Baby Boomer Ministry in the 21st Century 

Older Adult Ministries Training 

Tuesday, September 21, 2010 9 AM - 2:45 PM 

First UMC, 200 S. Church Street, Jackson, TN 

$15/person cost includes lunch (Scholarships available) 

Registration deadline: Monday, September 13. No walk-ins, please. 

Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Richard H. Gentzler, Jr. (Rick), Director of the Center on Aging and Older Adult Ministries 

for the General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church, is a nationally recognized 

teacher, writer, and leader in the field of aging and older adult ministries. 

Session I – Myths and Realities of Aging 

Images of Aging  Our Culture and Aging  Kinds of Older Adults 

Session II – Baby Boomer Ministry 

Who are Boomers  What are their Needs  Intentional Boomer Ministry 

Session III – Designing an Older Adult Ministry 

 Why Older Adult Ministries  S.E.N.I.O.R.S. Ministry and Ministry Models  Intentional Older Adult Ministry 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS: Be prepared to share in 5 minutes what your group has done in the past year as well as plans 

you have for the future. Please bring copies of your schedule of activities, newsletter, or any other handouts that might be helpful. 

WHO SHOULD COME: All laity and clergy who have a vision and passion for ministry with mid-life and older adults, and 

anyone who wants to learn more about older adult ministries. Call Luci Cromer, Older Adult Coordinator, 901-755-0803, if you 

have questions. Mark your calendar and plan on coming! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 Older Adult Ministries Workshop: Registration Form 

 Payment deadline: Monday, September 13, 2010—no walk-ins, please 

 ____Group* ___Individual 

 Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________Phone:______________________ 

 Church: __________________________________________Email: ______________________________ 

 Please return registration form with your check made out to ―Older Adult Ministries.‖ 

 Mail to: Memphis Conference, 24 Corporate Blvd., Jackson, TN 38305-2315 

 *Please list all participants with addresses, e-mail addresses, and phone numbers on a separate sheet. 
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Calendar of Events - Paducah District 

JULY  

15-17 – UMW CMEE, Lambuth 

18 - Paducah/McCracken County Summer Services, 7:00 p.m., Arcadia UMC, Dr. Rick C. Dye, speaker. 

20 – UMW District Officers, Finance at 6:00 p.m., Meeting at 6:30 p.m., Olive Garden. 

22 – Murray State Wesleyan Foundation Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

24 – Disciple Bible Study Leadership Training, Milburn, 8:30-12:00 noon.  Cancelled. 

25 - Paducah/McCracken County Summer Services, 7:00 p.m., Trinity UMC, Dr. David Hilliard, speaker. 

25- 30 – PUMP Camp, “Trip Thru wonderland” 

AUGUST 

1 - Paducah/McCracken County Summer Services, 7:00 p.m., Broadway, Dr. William Vaughn, speaker. 

8 – District Youth Event, Benton First, 5-8 p.m., concert by Plan Z. 

10 – District Clergy Meeting.  Charge Conference material to be given out.  Trinity UMC (Graves County) 

14 – Meeting with new clergy to go over Charge Conference material, District Office, 9:00 a.m. 

16 – Western Kentucky Family Services Meeting 

17-19 – Cabinet Retreat 

21 – UMW District CMEE Program, Pleasant Grove, Registration – 9:00 a.m., Program at 9:30. 

28 – Methodism 202, 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon, Worship and Music in the church for pastors, song leaders,  musicians 
and laity.  

SEPTEMBER 

6 – District Office closed for Labor Day 

12 – UMW District Annual Day, Fountain Avenue, 1:30 p.m. 

13, 20, 27 – Basic Lay Speaking Class, Fountain Avenue, 6:00 p.m., Andrew Halford, instructor. 

14 – Clergy Meeting 

21-22 – Cabinet Meeting, Jackson 

25 – UMW Conference Annual Day, Union City, 8:45 a.m.  Officers Training for District Officers, also. 

OCTOBER 

4, 11  - Basic Lay Speaking Class, Fountain Avenue, 6:00 p.m., Andrew Halford, instructor. 

14-16 – Cabinet Meeting 

16 – UMW District Officers Team Meeting, District Office, 9:00 a.m. 

17 – Laity Committee Meeting, District Office, 2:00 p.m. 

19 – Clergy Meeting 

16 – UMW District Officers Team Meeting, District Office, 9:00 a.m. 

31 – District Charge Conference, Mayfield First, 2:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER – No Clergy Meeting this month. 

1, 8, 15, 22, & 29 – Advanced Lay Speaking, 6:30 p.m., District Office, “Dancing With Words.”  Dr. Rick C. Dye will be 
 leading this class on storytelling.  Cost is $10.00. 

11 – UMW Officers Training, Trinity (McCracken County), 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

16-17 – Cabinet Meeting 

25-26 – District Office closed for Thanksgiving 

 

100 Fountain Avenue 
Suite 317 
Paducah, KY 42001 

Paducah District UMC 

Phone: 270-442-0077 
Fax: 270-442-0722 
Email: padumc@comcast.net 
 

 

www.memphis-

umc.org 

METHODISM 202 

AUGUST 28 

MAYFIELD FIRST 

9—NOON 

PRESENTATION ON 

CHARLES WESLEY 

BASICS OF WORSHIP 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

LECTIONARY AND THE 

HOLY SPIRIT 

RESOURCES 

To register, call 270-442-0077 

or email padumc@comcast.net 

with name, address, phone 

number, church name.  Regis-

tration deadline—August 25. 


